RE-ESTABLISHMENT   OF  THE   EMPIRE
so that all the military leaders found themselves bound to the
King by a bond of personal devotion, Thus became consolidated
the custom of homage and the seigniorial system, which were to
constitute the principle of feudalism.
Side by side with the army, society too was becoming trans-
formed by different processes which arc known to us in isolated
examples, though we are unable to state precisely the extent of
their influence, the results alone being known to us. We see that
by the ninth century independent fighting-men and small land-
owners had disappeared from the army, in spite of the King's
efforts to retain them; it looks as though military service had by
that time become incompatible with the ownership of* a small
property. But the custom of the Franks demanded that every free
man should go to war, and no longer regarded one who failed
to do so as a free man. Perhaps such men had ceased to be the
full owners of their property, or else their property had been con-
fiscated to pay the enormous fine exacted from everyone who did
not join the army; or again, in order to evade military service or
obtain a protector, they might have handed over their property
to a powerful great landowner, retaining possession of it only on
a 'precarious' tenure,1 and thus becoming no more than tenants,
dependent upon the great landowner who had become their
protector. Even in the north-eastern part of France, having a
Frankish population, the small free landowners had been replaced
by a population of dependent tenants,
The distinction between fighting-men and the muss of the popu-
lation became modified. Since the invasion the military men had
been the Franks, possessing the status of freemen and distributed
very unequally over the country, bebg most numerous in the
north-east. Since the ninth century only a small minority of
professional fighting-men was left in any part of the country,
together with a great mass of unarmed and dependent tenants
who cultivated the great estates.
War was still regarded as the most honourable occupation, the
only one really worthy of a free man, All persons of importance -
1 The theory was that the landowner to whom he handed over hi« property had
restored it to him in response to his prayer (hence precarious, from the Latin /krcrori,
to pray) as a free gift which the landowner retained the theoretical rfoht to
withdraw. The man who thus took a protector was said to have 'recommended'
himself to him - that is, declared his dependence upon him.
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